
Belleville Library Board Meeting    March 18, 2020 
 
1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm.  
2. Present: Denise Mussehl, Bronna Lehmann, Christine Belle, Kiley Ogodogu (via video), Deb Kazmar, 

Mary Gehin (via phone) 
Absent:  

3. Visitors Who Would Like to Speak Now:  
4. Visitors Who Would Like to Speak on an Agenda Item:  
5. Secretary’s Report and Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting: The meeting minutes from March 

11, 2020 were reviewed.  Deb made a motion to accept the minutes with revisions; Denise seconded and 
the motion was carried.    

 
ACTION REQUIRING A VOTE MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

 
6.  Old Business 
7.  New Business 

a. Response to coronavirus health emergency 
 i. Steps taken so far  

 Bronna reported the Library was busy on Monday with a solid stream of people, in anticipation of 
closure on Tuesday, March 18, 2020.  There were over 1,000 views on Facebook after the post 
regarding the upcoming closure.  Bronna worked on Tuesday, made sure deposits were made, 
talked with the cleaning crew who came in and cleaned; the book drop will be locked so 
contaminated items can’t be returned and staff don’t have to come in to empty it.  Patrons have 
been told to hold on to items until the Library reopens and fines will not be charged during the 
closure; SCLS is changing all due dates to May 1.  Holds also won’t expire while the Library is 
closed.  Delivery stopped on March 16.  Staff members are developing projects and there are 
webinars they can partake of while they work remotely.  Bronna will work on coming up with 
additional projects.  Susan has updated the website with regard to the closure, provided links to 
coronavirus information, highlighted the availability of wifi outside building and pointed people 
toward Overdrive, Tumblebooks, and other online resources for children and adults. 

 ii. Possible extension of library closure 
 Deb made a motion to extend the closure of the Library to April 12, 2020; Denise seconded and 

the motion was carried.  
 iii. Future library board meetings  

 Board members will meet on April 8 to discuss the possibility of reopening fully or on a limited 
basis on April 13. 

 b. Consideration of responsibility for library operations in the event the Library Director is 
absent or incapacitated 

  Deb made a motion that due to the Coronavirus public health emergency, the library director may 
scan bills to send for approval to Library Board Treasurer or other Library Board member if 
Treasurer is unavailable until modified or terminated by the action of the Belleville Library Board or 
June 15, 2020, whichever comes first; Mary seconded and the motion was carried. 

 
  Denise made a motion that after review of the existing policy regarding Library Director absence, no 

changes to the policy need to be made at this time; Kiley seconded and the motion was carried. 
 
c. Consideration of library staff pay during library closing due to coronavirus outbreak 

 Deb made a motion that while the library is closed and staff are ordered not to report to work, regular 
full-time and regular part-time staff will receive pay equivalent to their scheduled number of hours 
per week, with the expectation that staff members are to be available to work from home or 



individually at the library for up to their scheduled number of hours per week; Denise seconded and 
the motion was carried. 

8. Village Representative Report 
9. Directors Report 

1. Bronna has not heard anything regarding the NYTimes.com subscription; she will follow-up in a 
few days as having the on-line service available at this time would be beneficial for patrons. 

2. Brian had a hone meeting last Friday regarding the line of credit for the library construction loan.  
Paperwork is being prepared for CDA’s approval. 

3. No word on whether Alliant Energy will move the power lines or when construction equipment 
will arrive at the new library site. 

4. Due to the recent limits on social gatherings, in will not be possible to hold a large ground 
breaking ceremony, though there is still potential for a photo op, newspaper article, and letter to 
donors. 

5. Bronna is on the agenda for the 4/13/20 Exeter town board meeting and the 4/14/2020 Montrose 
town board meeting to provide updates on the library project. 

10. Adjourn 
Deb made a motion to adjourn; Kiley seconded the motion.  The motion was carried and the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

 


